
Standard English
Part A

The basic rule is that a singular subject takes a singular verb while a plural subject takes a 
plural verb; in this case a singular subject uses ‘was’ while plural subjects use ‘were’.

Can you write out each sentence with the correct choice of either was or were?

1. He was/were sad because he couldn’t find his favourite top.

2. The poets was/were standing together in a huddle.

3. The children was/were playing hopscotch.

4. I was/were excited about going on holiday.

5. Yesterday the dogs was/were digging a hole.

6. All of the children was/were contributing to the display.

7. The singer was/were standing on the stage.

8. Seven elephants was/were marching down the road.

9. We was/were waiting to be seated.

10. It was/were a long way to go.
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Write your own recount where you deliberately use non-standard English. Can your partner 
correct it and explain what was incorrect?
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correct it and explain what was incorrect?
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Part B

Can you rewrite this recount using standard English?

Yesterday, I had a fantastic time. I done a piece of art that will be going in an exhibition! There 
was lots of other children taking part as well. We was given a piece of weaving to do and we 
was allowed to choose which ever colour we wanted to use. I chose pink because I knew it were 
my mum’s favourite colour.
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Standard English Answers
Part A

1. He was sad because he couldn’t find his favourite top.

2. The poets were standing together in a huddle.

3. The children were playing hopscotch.

4. I was excited about going on holiday.

5. Yesterday the dogs were digging a hole.

6. All of the children were contributing to the display.

7. The singer was standing on the stage.

8. Seven elephants were marching down the road.

9. We were waiting to be seated.

10. It was a long way to go.

Part B
Can you rewrite this recount using standard English?

• Yesterday, I had a fantastic time. I did a piece of art that will be going in an exhibition! 
There were lots of other children taking part as well. We were given a piece of weaving to do 
and we were allowed to choose whichever colour we wanted to use. I chose pink because I 
knew it was my mum’s favourite colour.
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